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Now that I have come to the end of my internship with the North Herts Museums, and taken
pictures of thousands of objects, I thought I would share my favourite object from the Social
History Store at Burymead.
The object I liked most in the Social History Store was the wooden Bird House.

 
When we first discovered it in the depths of the store room, it was very dusty, and its only
inhabitant was a lonely spider. But once we had taken the object out, dusted it off a little
and taken the spider out it was clear that it was a very beautiful, decorative bird house.The
birdhouse is very ornate and delicate, the bird house itself probably would have been a
decoration in the front room.
In the 18th century, birds lived in dwellings that were similar of houses for people than for
the birds themselves. Often made of expensive and exotic woods and built like miniature
architectural models, these structures were found among the very rich and fashionable
people of England and France. While structurally beautiful, most of these fantastic cages did
little to support the needs of the bird. Often dangerous for the birds and difficult to clean,
it’s amazing that the birds survived in these structures at all.
I particularly like the small set of steps leading up to the ‘door’, which were obviously
useless for the bird, but make the entire cage look more like a house.
Finally I would like to thank everyone at the North Herts Museum Service for being so
welcoming and giving me the opportunity to see the objects in storage. I look forward to
visiting the new museum in 2015.
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